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Abstract

A Study of the Aesthetic Utopian
Vision of Oh Kyuwon's Poetry

Kim, Kyung—Bok

Oh Kyuwon's poetry is not consistent with the traditional poetic
structure, but it is relevant to the negative phenomena during the
poet’s time, which functioned as oppressive factors within the social
discourse. His poems aim to criticize the reality materialized and
solidified through language and to discuss the function of revolution,
thereby advocating the need for assessment according to the utopian
ideology. This is because the utopian vision which pursues an ideal
social model through transcendence and denial of the sociohistorical
reality of the time are common, particularly in Oh Kyuwon's point
of view.

From such a viewpoint, his poetry is firstly characterized by the
ironical features of resistance against repressive reality. For
example, his early works - “Undoubtable Case” and “Terrifying
Case” - present profound ideas of social denial of and resistance
against the Yusin dictatorship of the time. These poems criticize
how reality limits liberty and democracy through the use of
ontological metaphors and abstraction, as well as demonstrating
aesthetic resistance that casts away the prevailing order and its

notions. This can be seen as a good example of how the utopian
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vision is characterized by criticism and subversion.

Poems from the middle of his career exhibit parodic elements of
denial against fetishized reality and the actualization of such denial,
which also condemns the fetishist society that had grown like a
twin alongside the military dictatorship. The poet practices the
utopian vision through parodic denouncements of metropolitan ideas
paralyzed by the cunning capitalistic consumer system and its
vicious influence, as evident in such works as “The Poets - to
Kim Jong-Sam,” “Franz Kafka,” and “Geranium, 1988, Myth.”

On the other hand, he pursues of vision of freedom through
fantasia in works such as “Language of Fairy Tales” and “Treasure
Island - Fantasy Notes 1.” This can be understood as an
actualization of utopianism, an ideal social model that would
transcend the reality restricted by contradictions and limitations.
Fantasies are equipped with utopian vision by functioning as
transcendental images, and Oh Kyuwon utilizes a strategy that
employs such fantasies to break the rigid system and notions of
reality.

In his later works, the poet portrays a vision of ecological
utopianism through the projection of raw images. A “raw image”
refers to the phenomenal prior to being conceptualized, a pristine
image of nature that is metonymically depicted. As exemplified in
works such as “The Respiration of Lawn” and “Butterfly”, which
emphasize the restoration of the ecological configuration, raw image
poetry ignores the law of perspective — an anthropocentric point of
view begotten from human eyes — and instead portrays an object as

the subject, thus directly connecting itself to ecological thinking that
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i1s free from the anthropocentric worldview. The projection of raw
image can be defined as aesthetic utopia because it is the projection
of ecological beauty through the metonymic writing of poetry; in
other words, it is an ideal world achieved through the primal
formative property of nature.

In view of the above observations, Oh Kyuwon's poetry can be
said to have performed aesthetic resistance through linguistic
experimentation as well as the subversive depiction and resistance
against the repressive society governed by the military dictatorship,
in addition to aspiring for a free and beautiful ideal world of the
time through the projection of fantasy and ecological nature, thereby

actualizing the utopian vision.

Key Words : Oh Kyuwon, aesthetic resistance, utopia, irony,
reification, parody, raw image, metonymic writing,

ecologism, aesthetic utopia



