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Abstract

Japanese colonial era Temple Cultural Heritage in

Yecheon, North Gyeongsang Province

Choi, Eun-Ryung

Yecheon, Gyeongsangbuk-do, is a site located in a famous temple in
Baesan-su, which is surrounded by the high stems of Sobaek Ordereong
and flows along the Nakdonggang River and Naeseongcheon Stream. Along
with its outstanding natural scenery, it has a number of cultural heritages,
including natural heritage, documentary heritage, historical building,
intangible cultural assets and relics. The Yecheon area has 92 pieces of
cultural assets designated as national and North Gyeongsang Province
cultural properties, of which Buddhist cultural assets such as Buddhist
statues, Buddhist paintings, pagodas and pagodas take up a significant
portion. The first national treasure was designated in the Yecheon area as
the treasure of Yongmun Temple, a temple representing Yecheon, and Yun
Jangdae were recently promoted to national treasure.

About 75 Daeso temples were built in Yecheon from the Silla Dynasty to
the Joseon Dynasty. In the early 20th century, only about 10 temples,
including Yongmunsa, were left, and all of them were closed. Japanese
colonial era's order of inspection by the General Governor-General of
Korea increased from 16 Bon-san in 1902 to 31 Bon-san in 1924, and the
temple in Yecheon area became the horse of Kim Ryong-sa Temple in
Mungyeong. Until now, Yecheon, Gyeongsangbuk-do has important
Buddhist cultural assets in various temples, including Yongmun Temple,
but no research has been conducted to give a full view of the temples and
Buddhist cultural assets in Yecheon. The main building sheds light on the

past and present, focusing on temples and Buddhist cultural assets in
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Yecheon, North Gyeongsang Province. The time of the past was when the
Governor-General of Korea recorded the property of the temple, and the
records related to the temple in North Gyeongsang Province of North
Gyeongsang Province were written on the documents of the Joseon
Governor-General's Museum and the Chosun Governor-General's Register
of Government-General.

First, the direction of the Joseon Governor-General's Buddhist culture
policy was understood through major administrative procedures, statutes,
and historical surveys related to the investigation and management of
Buddhist cultural assets conducted by the Joseon Governor-General's Office
at Japanese colonial era. A series of Japanese policies on Buddhist cultural
assets were used as a way to assimilate Korea into a colony, and aimed at
identifying the temple's properties. Japanese colonial era documents were
compared to the remaining six temples and properties of Jangan Temple,
Yongmun Temple, Seoraksa Temple, Hancheon Temple, Bomun Temple
and Myeongbongsa Temple, which were located in the Yecheon area, to
identify the size of the temple, the situation of the collection of Buddhist
cultural assets, and the characteristics. Overall, the size and financial status
of the horses outside the headquarters were in a very poor situation, and in
particular, it was possible to compare property lists that Japan's dedication
of metal products to supply and demand war supplies was pushed to the
national inspection and the loss of major Buddhist statues and Buddhas
during this time. Following Japanese colonial era, we looked at the current
state of the temple remaining in the Yecheon area and looked at the current
status of cultural assets, and looked at the comprehensive situation of lost,
stolen.

The temple and temple cultural assets in Yecheon, North Gyeongsang
Province, compare the three records issued by the General Administration
of Joseon at Japanese colonial era to confirm that Hwaham Temple is the

horse of Seonamsa Temple in the 'Bonmal Property Register.” The property
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register can be estimated to have been written before Hwaham Temple was
registered as its 31st headquarters in 1924, after the inspection decree was
promulgated in 1911.

Coming to modern times after liberation, temples developed into
different forms from modern times through change and pharmacology, and
in the meantime, temples' cultural assets have become another victim of
theft by their own people. There are still many difficulties now, as most
people cannot even check out the basic details of who disappeared and
when and how the temple's cultural assets disappeared. This problem is
not the end of Japanese colonial era in the past, but it should be recognized
for its seriousness in that it is ongoing and when and how it will occur. In
particular, temple cultural properties that have been stolen so far can be
valued highly, but are not designated as cultural assets, so after the theft,
they become the subject of looting and disappear without the foundation
for proper evaluation of the cultural assets. In the future, we expect to
provide a variety of search and measures regarding the management and
preservation of Buddhist cultural assets and temples in Yecheon, North

Gyeongsang Province.
Key Word : Yecheon, Japanese colonial era, temples, property valuables,

Jangansa, Yongmunsa, Seoraksa, Hancheonsa, Bomunsa,

Myeongbongsa, stolen cultural assets
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