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Abstract

East Asian Solidarities and Armed Resistances:
Perpetration—victimhood Relationship in the Film
“Anti—Japanese Armed Front in FEast Asia’ and Acceptance

of Frantz Fanon's “Violence” in Korea and Japan

Shin, Ji-Young

Director Mirae Kim produced a documentary titled “Anti~/apanese Armed
Front in East Asia” in 2019. This paper looks into the “solidarity” and
“violence” reflected in the film, pursues their meanings in the historical and
contemporary perspectives and places it in the mankind's heritage for the
social and revolutionary movements.

First, this paper examines the word “Anti-Japan” in East Asia and seeks to
highlight that the members of ‘the anti-Japanese armed front line’ awakened
themselves to the afflictions which the Japanese had done on the East
Asians. and initiated the anti-Japanese movement, searching for solidarities
between Asian peoples, although they, themselves, were Japanese. The
statements of the activists participating in the front line in person were
narrated from the literature (that is, written judgments, testimonies, news
reports and others), rather than in their own words; on the other hand, the
statements of those who helped the activists’ living in the prison and
afterwards, though not directly participating in it, were vividly articulated
through direct interviews with them. This unique placement of the
statements in the film will be conceptualized in the words, “archiving
unconfined to the perspectives of the party involved themselves”.
Motivated by this cinematic technique, this paper considers the possibility
of forming solidarities by self-awakening of guilty conscience in having

offended Others and the possibilities of finding out of a new way of
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archiving which is not confined to the persons directly involved.

Next, Keeping the meaning of the word, “Armed Front” in mind, this
paper traces the genealogy of armed resistances and conceptualizes it as
“illegal struggles of those who are outside of law and thus outside of the
legal protection.” “Concerning Violence” in Frantz Fanon’s 1951 book, 74e
Wireched of the Earth, made a theoretical background of the ‘anti-Japanese
armed front line.” This paper examines the way how the essay was
interpreted and accommodated in both of the Korean and Japanese
societies and shows the extent and degree of similarities and differences in
the perception and self-identification, although both peoples were driving
the illegal and/or violent struggles or armed campaigns in almost the same
way. Despite these differences, the frequent misty scenes in the film stand
for the ontological realities of the partisans at the front of illegal violent
struggles.

By analyzing solidarities, violences, and bonds in the armed front line,
the paper inquires about how the present Korean society can share the
suffering with other countries in the Third World including Asia and they
can form the solidarity with the Others inside their own society in future. In
addition, it asks for a new different way of archiving in which the

performing of solidarity will be documented.

Key Word : East Asia, Solidarities, Illegal struggle (armed struggle), bonds,
relationship, violent resistance, Frantz Fanon, perpetration with
the experiences of being victimized, anti-imperialism,

anti-colonialism, documentation movements, documentary films
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