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Abstract

The Meaning of a Writing on the Wall
Minongjeon

Park, In-Hee

Minongjeon is a biography(Jeon, {#) that Park Ji-won wrote in
order to celebrate Min Yu-sin. A writing on the wall in Minongjeon
appears in the first part of the work and has a short passage in a
few lines. Therefore, the writing has not been dealt with, even
though Minongjeon has been studied. This paper attempts to deal
with the value and role of the writing on the wall in Minongjeon.

Park Ji-won said that Min Yu-sin was a classical scholar having
an ambition to his dying day. Therefore, Park Ji-won wrote
Minongjeon. And such an aspect of Min Yu-sin is confirmed
through the very writing on the wall. The writing introduced by
Park Ji-won shows the trace of Min Yu-sin's life. He practised as
well as had an ambition from his early age and did not lost it in his
old age. He was a poor aristocrat but had an ambition to enter
government service by improving his ability for his country and the
people. Unfortunately, he couldn’t enter government service but he
never lost his ambition and was not lazy to improve his ability for
the day that he didn't know when. Such a life of Min Yu-sin is
reflected in the writing on the wall. And therefore Park Ji-won

appraised Min Yu-sin as 'a meaningful classical scholar having an
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ambition to his dying day’ and celebrated him by writing the
biography after his death. Min Yu-sin's life shows persons,
forgetting their duties as an aristocrat, how to live and the writing
on the wall convinces them of laziness.

Furthermore, through the writing on the wall, it is possible to
understand the life of a studying person as an aristocrat in the
Joseon period. The writing shows that the life of a studying person
1s fulfilled by going through a process consisting of beginning a
study, setting a specific goal, practising the study, attaining a
certain standard, and beginning another study. Through the writing,
it is possible to confirm that, in that process, the studying person
must set a specific goal and be active and easy in study.

It can be said that the writing on the wall in Minongjeon speaks
for the life of Min Yu—sin who faithfully followed the typical life of
a studying person in the Joseon period. It is also possible to
understand the character, Min Yu-sin, through the social intercourse
between him and Park Ji-won in Minongjeon. However, in the case
of understanding the character, Min Yu-sin, through the writing on
the wall, it is possible to better understand that Park Ji-won wrote

the biography in grief.

Key Words : Minongjeon, A Writing on the Wall, Park Ji-won, Min
Yu-sin, Banggyeongakoejeon



